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for true guidance on counsel from within. He must be a law
unto himself. His soul is the seat of moral authority. His con-
science, the voice of God, is the final judge of the lightness of
every deed and thought.2

Usually reason plays a subordinate role in our decisions. In

the words of Gandhiji, "-----Ultimately one is guided not by the

intellect but by the heart. The heart accepts the conclusion for
which the intellect subsequently finds the reasoning. Argument
follows conviction. Man finds reason in support of whatever he
does or wants to do."3 Gandhiji, however, attaches due impor-
tance to reason. He holds that "On matters which can be
reasoned out that which conflicts with reason must be
rejected."4 All the same he rejects the claim of reason to omni-
potence. According to him there are spheres where reason
cannot take us far and there we have to depend on faith.

Spiritual Reality, as we have discussed in chapter II, can
be apprehended by faith and not by unaided reason. Similarly
for moral guidance the satyagrahi may depend upon reason so
far as it can take him. But the satyagrahi deals with soul-force,
and in regard to his profound judgments faith and conscience,
and not reason, must be his mainstay. Though reason cannot
usurp the place of faith and conscience it helps the satyagrahi
to scrutinize the soundness of the judgment and to communicate
it to others.

Gandhiji occasionally described how he made his important
decisions. His guidance came from God or conscience. But he
also reasoned out why the decision to which he was prompted
was correct. Thus:

"Rightly or wrongly, I know that I have no other resource
as a satyagrahi than the assistance of God in every conceivable
difficulty and I would like it to be believed that what may
appear to be inexplicable actions of mine are really due to inner
promptings."5

"Whatever striking things I have done in my life I have
not done prompted by reason but prompted by instinct, I
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